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Missouri
Fishing Calendar 2004

We’ve got three dozen top Show-Me State fishing trips
for you right here — a year’s worth of great fishing.

And you won’t even have to leave the state!
by Bryan Hendricks

If you’re a fisherman in Missouri,
you couldn’t ask for a better life. We
have so many opportunities through-
out the state on lakes and rivers that
offer a diversity of fishing environ-
ments. You can enjoy fishing for a
wide array of game fish in the clear,
free-flowing streams of the Ozarks, as
well as in the region’s deep, rocky
reservoirs. For a totally different

experience, you can fish the muddy
waters of the Mississippi and
Missouri rivers. The fishing is even
great in the prairie waters in northern
Missouri. This region also has excel-
lent fishing in several lakes that are
largely overlooked. No matter what
your preference — bass, bream, cat-
fish, trout or walleyes — we’ve got
them in Missouri in a lake or stream

near you. Best of all, you have all
year to sample them all. Here’s a little
guide to get you started.

JANUARY
Black Bass/Table Rock Lake

The first few months of the year
can be brutally cold in Missouri, so
let’s start down south, where it’s a lit-
tle warmer. What better way to warm
up than with a black-bass triple play
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JUNE

BLACK BASS
Table Rock Lake

Tips: You can catch
all three major bass
species here. And
since it’s in the south-
ern part of the state,
you just might find
fast action a little
sooner than at other
waters across our
state.

WALLEYE
Lake of the

Ozarks
Tips: Try the ends of
long points, using
deep diving
crankbaits, jigging
spoons, spinner rigs
or live bait. The 2001
year-class should be
better than 15 inches
long now.

WHITE BASS
Bull Shoals Lake

Tips: It’s spawning
time for Bull Shoals’
white bass. The fish
start to work their
way up creeks and
will hit almost any-
thing that resembles a
shad or other baitfish.

CRAPPIE
Truman Lake

Tips: Fishing in the
flooded forest that is
Truman Lake is easy.
Just pull up to a tree,
dunk a live minnow
or tube bait and
search for the right
depth. Once you find
it, you’ll be covered
up in action.

BROWN TROUT
Meramec River

Tips: Try deep pock-
ets around bends and
use sinking lures and
flies to get down deep
where the lunker trout
lurk. The riffles may
hold good numbers of
trout, but this where
the big ones are.

SMALLMOUTH
BASS

Ozark Streams
Tips: The deep pools,
riffle tails and gravel
banks of our Ozark
streams are prime
places to target lunker
bronzebacks this
month. A variety of
crawfish and baitfish
imitations will work.

TROUT
Roaring River

BLUEGILL
MDC Ponds

TROUT
Montauk State Park

WALLEYE
Long Branch Lake

WALLEYE
Bull Shoals Lake

BLUE CATFISH
Mississippi River

CHANNEL 
CATFISH

Osage River

SMALLMOUTH
BASS

Elk River

CRAPPIE
Truman Lake

CRAPPIE
Mark Twain Lake

LARGEMOUTHS
Lake Pomme De

Terre

TROUT
Current River
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at Table Rock Lake? This big
impoundment of the White River
contains ample numbers of large-
mouth, smallmouth and Kentucky
bass, and you can catch them all this
month with a variety of methods.

For largemouth bass, try jigging
spoons or Carolina-rigged worms
around rocky structure on deep bends
in the White River arm. You can also
catch them over deep structure near
the mouths of the James and Kings
rivers near Shell Knob. Some of the
coves still have standing timber, and
on warm days largemouths move into
these areas to feed.

You can catch spotted bass this
month with small plastic grubs on
1/8-ounce or 1/4-ounce jigheads on
flats near deep drops. Use your graph
to locate brushpiles, because you’ll
probably find schools of “spots” hov-
ering around them, too.

You can catch smallmouth bass on
jig-and-pig combos or Carolina rigs
on main-lake points near Kimberling
City. Jigging spoons or Carolina rigs
over rocky structure at the end of
main lake points and under bluffs is
also a great way to catch really big
smallmouths.

You can take ’eyes this month with
a variety of methods: fishing deep-
diving crankbaits, jigging spoons,
trolling spinner rigs with live bait, or
fishing live bait on the bottom. 

Walleyes are hitting at Bull Shoals
on cloudy days. Bottom-bouncing
white grubs will do the trick.
Smallmouth fishing on the Elk River
is good this month; use jigs and plas-
tic worms.

MARCH
White Bass/Bull Shoals Lake

As spring nudges out winter, huge
schools of white bass swarm into
White River tributaries for their annu-
al spawning run. One of the best
places to enjoy this action is at Bull
Shoals Lake, the sprawling reservoir
southeast of Branson.

White-bass fishing is good anytime
on Bull Shoals, but this is your best
chance to catch big ones, and lots of
them. They crowd into some pretty
skinny water, too, so you can catch
them from the bank as well as from
the boat. 

Catching white bass at this time of
year is simple: They’re suckers for
white or chartreuse plastic grubs in tan-
dem, but you can also catch them with

Trout fishing is good in several
streams across southern Missouri this
month. Two dandies are Roaring
River below Roaring River State Park
and Current River below Montauk
State Park. These are good places to
catch big browns and rainbows.
Fishing minnow-imitating plugs on
an ultralight spinning rig is a great
way to catch them.

FEBRUARY
Walleyes/Lake Of The Ozarks
In February, mid-Missouri can be

brutally cold and windy, with sleet
and maybe heavy snow. That’s a
good time to try for walleyes at
Lake of the Ozarks.

According to the Missouri
Department of Conservation, walleyes
are well established in the lake after 10
years of stocking, and walleyes
released in 2001 should be well over 15
inches this spring. They offer some
excellent fishing opportunities in an
otherwise slow season, but they’re
largely overlooked. You can find them
this month at the ends of long, rocky
points. Good spots are at the mouths of
coves in the Grand Glaize area near the
Lodge of Four Seasons and near Tan-
Tar-A Resort.

WALLEYE
Truman Lake

Tips: If you’re lucky
enough to be on the
water for one of those
cool, overcast morn-
ings we occasionally
get in July, you can
load the boat with
Truman walleyes.
Once the clouds lift,
it’s all over!

FLATHEAD
CATFISH

Missouri River
Tips: Try night-fish-
ing with live bait on
one of the river’s
many sandbars; use
stout tackle, and hang
on. Another tried-and-
true method to use on
flatheads at this time:
deploying trotlines.

MUSKELLUNGE
Lake Pomme de

Terre
Tips: Muskies have
been stocked here for
years, and some of
them are huge now;
try brightly colored
plugs. Be patient —
they aren’t called “the
fish of 10,000 casts”
for nothing!

LARGEMOUTH
BASS

Lake of the
Ozarks

Tips: Try crankbaits
and Carolina rigs on
long, sloping points.
Action on fish fatten-
ing up for winter
should be hot — if
you don’t hit a cold
front’s wrong side.

TROUT
Lake Taneycomo

Tips: Big brown trout
are moving up to
spawn now. Be there
waiting for them with
a minnow plug. Big
browns feed on good-
sized baitfish — that’s
how they got so big!

SAUGER
Missouri River

Tips: A deep hole at
the junction of the
Osage and Missouri
rivers holds saugers
like a fish magnet.
Try jigging spoons or
plastic grubs; keep
your baits near the
bottom.

FLATHEADS
Lake Pomme de

Terre

CRAPPIE
Lake Wappapello

SPOTTED BASS
Table Rock Lake

SMALLMOUTH
BASS

Current River

WHITE BASS
Stockton Lake

RAINBOWS
Busch Conservation

Area

CRAPPIE
Smithville Lake

FRESHWATER
DRUM

Truman Lake

CRAPPIE
Lake of the

Ozarks

GOGGLE-EYE
Upper Gasconade

WALLEYE
St. Francis River

CHANNEL 
CATFISH

Chariton River
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